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Good morning everyone and thanks for joining us today for the 2020 Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding Bidder’s Training Webinar. I’m Melissa Darby – I’m the director of grants administration for OCJS. I’m joined by Jacquetta Al-Mubaslat – a grants planner from our office who will be helping with questions on the chat feature and Karhlton Moore, Executive Director of OJCS. Today we’re going to cover the 2020 Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding Request for Proposals, Before we get started today, there are a few housekeeping items that we need to cover. The webinar is scheduled for 1 hour.  We’ll speak about the grant processes and procedures first then take questions. If you have any technical difficulties, you can reconnect with the same email link that you used earlier. A few housekeeping items: Everyone’s phone line is muted and you will not be able to speak during the webinar.If you have a question during the webinar, press the button that has a circle with a question mark in the middle on the right side of your screen and type your question. We will answer questions at the end of the presentation. A link to the recorded webinar will be placed on the OCJS’s Grants Channel following today’s presentation. 



Introduction and Agenda Overview

Purpose of Funding
How to Apply
Grantee Selection Process
Application Components
Questions about the funding
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Today we’re going to cover the following items:



OCJS and Grant Programs

The Ohio Office of Criminal Justice 
Services (OCJS) is a division of the Ohio 

Department of Public Safety.
By statute, OCJS is the lead justice 

planning and assistance office for the 
state, and is responsible for 

administering millions of dollars in state 
and federal criminal justice funding every 

year.
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Turn over to Karhlton to briefly discuss OCJS and the Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding. OCJS is the lead criminal justice planning agency for the state of Ohio. And as such we are the state administering agency for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance grant and therefore we are designated as the State Administering Agency for the Coronavirus  through the Bureau of Justice Assistance and the STOP Violence Against Women Act federal funding and we have been designated by Governor Mike DeWine to administer these funds for 2020. OCJS also evaluates programs and develops technology, provides training, and products for criminal justice professionals and communities. 



How to Apply

Read the CESF RFP
Verify organization eligibility

Develop project strategy 

Write application

Submit application

Applicants must submit an electronic version through
www.ocjsgrants.com
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Read the CESF RFP to verify your organizations eligibility, which we’ll talk about more in depth in the next slide. Once you’ve done that you’ll want to make sure your project strategy aligns with the funding stream – for this RFP that is pretty simple – is the funding your requesting to prepare for, prevent or respond to Coronavirus. You’ll use the RFP to guide the writing of your application and we’ll cover those elements in more detail later in the presentation.All applications must be submitted through our online grants management system www.ocjsgrants.com. This is the website for our grants management system.At this point I want to explain OCJS has two different websites that we use. Ocjs.ohio.gov is our official state website – links to our RFP are posted here as well as our grants calendar, policy and research information, award notificaitons and more. 

http://www.ocjsgrants.com/


Assistance and Notification

 Application: For technical assistance on any part of the 
application process you may email Melissa Darby 
mbdarby@dps.ohio.gov or your regional grant coordinator. 
The Regional contact list is accessed at 
http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm

 Award: If awarded, notifications will be mailed 
electronically via the OCJS grants management system to 
selected projects; and before final approval, all required forms 
and pre-award conditions must be completed and returned to 
OCJS  through the grants management system.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OCJS staffs are working remotely and it is preferred inquiries are sent via email for a quicker response. 

mailto:mbdarby@dps.ohio.gov
http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm


Eligibility

 A unit of local government

 State agencies, state-supported 
university law enforcement

 Statewide and local nonprofit or faith-
based associations
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A unit of local government has legislative autonomy, jurisdiction, and authority to act in certain circumstances. Units of government include a city, county, township, or village. These agencies act as the subrecipients while law enforcement agencies, courts, and mental health boards act as the implementing agencies. This information is provided on the title page. It is imperative to have up to date information on your title page so that we can communicate with the appropriate person regarding your application. If two or more jointly apply, one designee is to take the lead role and identify that agency's fiscal officer.



Eligibility

Ohio Incident-Based Reporting System or 
Uniform Crime Reporting Summary System, per 
Ohio Revised Code Section 5502.62(C)(6). 

System for Award Management Profile 
(SAM.gov)

Reporting Requirements Federal Funding 
Accountability and Transparency Act
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Law Enforcement agencies applying under this solicitation must be in compliance with crime statistics reporting using either the Ohio Incident-Based Reporting System or Uniform Crime Reporting Summary System, per Ohio Revised Code Section 5502.62(C)(6). SAM.gov is the official US government system that consolidated the capabilities of CCR/FedReg, ORCA, and EPLS. Current registration and profile is required to be active throughout the grant period and renewed annually – we will seek proof of active status as a pre-award condition if selected for funding. Please make sure that you are only going to sam.gov – at this time there are many scam sites including one that ends in .org – the ONLY site you will ever need to register with is sam.gov and you do not need to pay for this site.Reporting requirements. When you apply and accept an award you are agreeing to comply with all reporting requirements. We have not received specific reporting requirements from the federal government regarding the CESF grant. However they could change and we will need to comply. All applicants are required to comply with the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act that requires applicants to provide their data universal number (DUNS) and keep their SAM.gov profiles current. All FFATA information is required on the title page of the application.



Funding Information

 OCJS grants are reimbursement grants

 All costs must directly relate to preparation for, 
prevention of and/or response to the Coronavirus

 OCJS reserves the right to modify project budgets or 
provide partial funding

 Funding of projects through OCJS is subject to 
availability of federal pass-through funding resources
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OCJS grants are reimbursement grants. To be reimbursed a Quarterly Subgrant Report must be initiated in the online grants managements system. OCJS will review and approve the QSR for payment. All costs in the budget must directly relate to the proposed project.  A QSR can only be initiated after the application is in the Grant Awarded status. Only costs related to the Coronavirus should be in your budget. Also OCJS has the right to modify or provide partial funding for projects.



Funding Requirements

 Additional funding requirements will be issued as 
Pre-Award Conditions if funding is approved

 A list of the requirements is provided in the RFP 
under the Notification section

 Failure to complete forms and/or properly complete 
forms could result in funding being revoked

 Review the Federal Subgrant Conditions Handbook 
on www.ocjs.ohio.gov
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Projects will be notified and required to complete all forms and pre-award conditions electronically through the Online Grants Management System. Prior to funding, the grantee will receive orientation information regarding funding conditions and grant management strategies. Forms and assurances included with pre-award conditions include, but are not limited to: Equal Employment Opportunity Certification FormCivil Rights and EEOP Questions Part 1 FormStandard Assurances Form (including conflicts of interest)Special Conditions FormFidelity/Surety Bond (Note: only applicable for non-profit applicants)Proof of Tax-Exempt Status (Note: only applicable for non-profit applicants)Registration in the System for Award Management (www.sam.gov)The signatures on the preaward condition forms must match the information provided on the title page. To avoid delays please make sure you are entering the proper information on the title page. You may also have to have your Human Resources section complete some of the forms – such as the EEOP form, the Civil Rights form and others. We are going to put a link to the pre-award condition forms on our website – www.ocjs.ohio.gov under the grants section – you may want to go and look at these forms and begin routing them through the proper channels to expedite your award process. There may be other pre-award conditions assigned as well – these could be changes to the budget section or the narrative section. Award documents will not be issued until these forms can be completed. In addition to the above requirements and this Request for Proposals, all subrecipients are bound by the Federal Subgrant Conditions Handbook. 



Program Areas

• Law Enforcement Programs 
(LEF)

• Adult and Juvenile Corrections, 
Community Corrections (CCF)

• Probation and Parole 
Programs (PPF)
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The following types of programs can be funded under this solicitation. While we realize that the coronavirus response approach may require coordination with many various agencies – for example – fire and ems – OCJS will only fund items related to criminal justice agencies. 



Program Areas

• Court Programs (CTF)

• Victim Services Programs (VSF)

• Other (OTH)
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Examples of the types of items we will fund are located in the RFP. That list may not be complete and other items may be acceptable, however it is a good starting point to ensure your agency is on the right track for your funding request.



CESF – Length of Funding / Match

The length of funding can be between six (6) 
months and one (1) year.

There are no match requirements for this 
grant. Please leave this portion of the budget 
section blank. 
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Length of funding. We realize that there are many moving parts and pieces related to the Coronavirus prevention, prevention and response. There are no match requirements for this grant. Please leave this portion of the budget section blank. 



Submission

 There is no deadline 
 Proposals must be in Application Submitted 

status to be considered for review

 OCJS will be accepting applications on a 
continual basis 
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All applications must be in the Application Submitted status. This is crucial – we will not know that an application is ready for our review until it is in this status. You will receive an email that it was submitted. If you do not receive an email then can also check the status of the application if you search under the My Applications Tab. Next to the Grant Number is the Status – it will be In Progress until you change the status to Submitted. 



Format and Submission
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It is critically important to follow the RFP guidelines regarding format & submission….it could mean being considered for funding or not being considered for funding simply because the guidelines were not followed. 

http://www.ocjsgrants.com/login2.aspx?apptheme=ohogs_cjs
http://demo.agatesoftware.com/intelligrants_ohogs/objectprocessstep2.aspx?mode=2&otsid=3552
http://demo.agatesoftware.com/intelligrants_ohogs/menu_object2.aspx


Direct Federal Allocations

Local allocations are determined by the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance

Amounts can be found in Appendix A of RFP

Agencies are not excluded from receiving 
OCJS funding in addition to federal funding
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We encourage people to apply directly to the federal first. Then if there are additional needs eligible municipalities can apply to OCJS. If your agency is not listed on the Appendix form then you will apply directly to OCJS. 



Grantee Selection Process

• Internal Compliance Review

• Internal Subject Matter 
Expert

• OCJS Director’s Review
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OCJS staff will review CESF proposals. Reviewers will ensure that project budget costs are allowable and directly relate to the program. The OCJS Executive Director makes final funding recommendations and the Director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety approves them. 



Narrative

Provides relevant local data/statistics, as well as agency 
statistics related to the Coronavirus. Identify a target 
population and detail the demographics

Identifies other resources in the community that are 
currently available to address the problem and/or 
explains why existing resources are not sufficient and 
discuss the gaps in services 

Describes proposed activities and approach to be taken
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Provide relevant statistics.Describe the target population and detailed demographics.Identify other resources in the community and describes why the resources are insufficient.Clearly describes the proposed activities and approach.Provide details of the organization and staff responsible for implementing the project. Describe collaboration with local emergency management agencies. 



Narrative

Describes how the activities will be reasonably achieved

Provides details of the organization and staff responsible 
for implementing the project

Describes collaboration with local emergency 
management agencies

Describes how various parts of project looks for larger 
agencies



Budget
Presents a clear and detailed budget with a narrative that 
explains and justifies

Justifies the costs of the proposed program and that the 
costs are considered reasonable and cost-effective in 
view of the types and range of activities to be conducted, 
the number of participants to be served, and the expected 
results and benefits

Includes information on related funding the agency may 
be applying for or receiving
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Must directly relate to the Coronavirus. Please provide justification. 



Additional Questions?

Melissa Darby
MBDarby@dps.ohio.gov 

OCJS Grants Coordinators
Regional Contacts: http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm

http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm
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