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Senate Passes VAWA Bill by Strong
Bipartisan Vote: By a strong bipartisan vote
of 68-31, the Senate on Thursday passed the
Violence Against Women Act reauthorization
bill, S. 1925, sponsored by Senators Patrick
Leahy (D-VT) and Michael Crapo (R-ID).
The vote capped off a week of negotiations
over a number of possible amendments.

One amendment, offered by Senator John
Cornyn (R-TX), would have created a Sexual
Assault Forensic Evidence Registry. It would
have amended the Debbie Smith Act to
provide grants for state and local law
enforcement agencies, on a voluntary basis,
to conduct audits of the untested sexual
assault evidence in their possession for
upload into the national database. The
amendment would also have required the
gathering of best practices for the testing and
use of DNA evidence as part of the criminal
investigation for sexual assault cases. Finally
it would have mandated that 75 percent of
Debbie Smith Act grant funds be used to
conduct DNA analyses, increased from the 40
percent in current law. The amendment,
which required 60 votes to pass, was rejected
on a largely party-line vote of 50-48.

A Republican substitute amendment, offered
by Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX)
and Chuck Grassley (R-1A), also was
rejected. It retained most of the structure and
provisions of S. 1925 but struck several
requirements which had become
controversial, including the expansion of visa
eligibility, protections for victims regardless

of sexual orientation, and expansion of tribal
court jurisdiction over non-tribal offenders.
The amendment failed by a vote of 37-62.

Click here for full NCJA article.

Global Information Sharing Toolkit is Now
Available: The Global Information Sharing
Toolkit (GIST) is now live and available
online at http://www.it.ojp.gov/gist. GIST is a
web tool to help easily identify the best Global
solutions and resources for your particular
needs, facilitating more effective, efficient
justice information sharing (and a better
bottom line).

Based on navigational preferences, users can
quickly view and narrow the hundreds of
resources currently available, from technical
architectural standards to privacy policy
development templates. The underlying
premise of the GIST is that from Global's
universe of resources and recommendations,
users can now pinpoint the specific tools
needed to accomplish objectives.

Click here for more information.

OJP Launches 2012 Program Plan: The
U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice
Programs (OJP) has launched a new,
searchable online document of current funding
opportunities and new initiatives, the OJP
Program Plan. It features the latest and most
complete information regarding both
competitive and noncompetitive grants,

TRAINING/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

training and technical assistance, research,
and other resources available to the justice
community.

The Program Plan is divided into nine
thematically organized sections:

® [nitiatives to Address a Wide Range of
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Issues

®  Breaking the Cycles of Mental Illness,
Substance Abuse, and Crime

®  Preventing and Intervening in Juvenile
Offending and Victimization

® Managing Offenders To Reduce
Recidivism and Promote Successful
Reentry

®  Effective Interventions To Address
Violence, Victimization, and Victims’
Rights

®  Enhancing Law Enforcement Initiatives
®  Supporting Innovation in Adjudication

®  Advancing Technology To Prevent and
Solve Crime

® [nnovations in Justice Information
Sharing

Also available are instructions on how to apply
for Continuation and Formula Grants and
assistance, a glossary of acronyms and
definitions, answers to frequently asked
questions and an alphabetical index of the
programs found in the plan.

Click here for more information.

Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is
hosting free Grant Writing seminars in
2012. OCJS’s grant trainings provide an
overview of identifying grant sources,
analyzing program objectives, creating a
budget, seeking letters of support, and
writing proposals. Federal and state grants
available to criminal justice professionals
are discussed. Attendees also receive the

OCIS publication, Grant Writing: Identify-
ing and Applying for Funding in a Com-
petitive Market. Grant writing 101 train-
ings take place on the following dates:
June 7, September 13 and November 8.

All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. in the Ohio Department of Public
Safety’s Motorcycle Classroom, located at

1970 W. Broad St., Columbus, on the first
floor. To download and print a training
registration form, visit: http://
publicsafety.ohio.gov/links/

ocjs_TrainingForm.pdf

Register here: is http:/
www.surveymonkey.com/s/OCJSregister

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Taskforce Best Practices Webinar: Join
NCIJA and the Bureau of Justice Assistance
for the next webinar in our monthly series
Establishing Taskforce Best Practice:
Oversight and Standardization on May 16
at 3 p.m. Eastern. Click here to register.

Establishing Taskforce Best Practices:
Oversight and Standardization will explore
how two states leveraged existing law en-
forcement expertise to improve taskforce
communication, command and control
structures, operational capacity and investi-
gative outcomes. This webinar will focus
on Minnesota’s taskforce specific and
statewide oversight bodies as well as
Washington State’s successful Taskforce
Peer Review model. The presenters for this
webinar are Bob Bushman, statewide gang
& drug coordinator for the Office of Jus-
tice Programs, Minnesota Department of
Public Safety and Harvey Queen, program
manager, Public Safety Unit, Washington
State Department of Commerce.

SANE Training - Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner Adult/Adolescent Training:
This training will take place on the follow-
ing dates:

May 22, 23, 24, 31 and June 1 from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Where: Medina Hospital, 1000 East Wash-
ington, Medina Hospital, 44256

GRANT FUNDING

Registration costs:

- Non-Cleveland Clinic employees = $500
- Cleveland Clinic Employees = $250

- Daily rate for non-nursing = $100

For registration/general information, please
contact Stacie Lamoda, RN, at
330.721.5151 or Alison Rerko, RN, at
216.476.7278.

First Annual Ohio Retail Crime Sympo-
sium: Ohio is joining the fight against Or-
ganized Retail Crime and is holding its 1st
Annual Ohio Retail Crime Symposium!!
Through the efforts of retail and law en-
forcement, a one day training event is be-
ing held to provide education to partners
across the state about Organized Retail
Crime. The conference will build on our
mission of providing Law Enforcement
and Loss Prevention with opportunities to
come together for Professional Network-
ing, Training and Information Sharing. We
invite you to join OROCC, Ohio’s own
Organized Retail Crime Coalition and hear
about the future launch of our very own
website dedicated to ORC.

Ohio marks the 3rd state to join the Mid-
west fight against ORC alongside Cook
County Regional Organized Crime Task
Force (CCROC) and Indiana Retail Organ-
ized Crime Alliance (IROC).

We have invited experts in the areas of
ORC, Retail Loss Prevention and Law

Enforcement to present during the con-
ference. Those scheduled to speak in-
clude: Dennis Dansak — Corporate Man-
ager, Organized Retail Crime — Kroger,
David Williams — Cook County
(Chicago) District Attorney and CCROC
Coordinator, Sue Boulton - Manager of
Supply Chain Loss Prevention and Cor-
porate Investigations — Meijer, Detective
Brian Lacy — Division of Columbus Po-
lice, Krishna Mungur — Critical Infra-
structure Intelligence Analyst — Valor
Security Services, Glenn Justus — Senior
Corporate Investigator — Barnes & Noble
and more! The speakers will focus on the
importance of partnerships to combat
ORC, real case studies and leveraging
resources.

When: June 6 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Where: Columbus Police Academy,
1000 N. Hague Rd., Columbus

Complimentary lunch and refreshments
will be provided. There will also be door
prizes and a raffle throughout the day with
proceeds going to Ohio Concerns of Po-
lice Survivors (COPS).

The conference is open to Loss Preven-
tion and Law Enforcement Professionals
and attendance is FREE, excluding the
raffle .

For more information and to register,
click here.

2012 OCJS JAG and VAWA Request
for Proposal: FY 2012 JAG and VAWA
RFPs are now available. Please visit
Www.ocjsgrants.com to submit a grant
application.

OVC 2012 Action Partnerships for
National Membership, Professional
Affiliation, and Community Service
Organizations Responding to
Polyvictimization
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/grants/
pdftxt/

FY2012_Partnerships_Polyvictimization.p
df

DEADLINE: May 15,2012, 11:59 p.m.
ET.

OVERVIEW: The Office for Victims of

Crime (OVC) is committed to enhancing
the Nation’s capacity to assist crime
victims and provide leadership in changing
attitudes, policies, and practices to promote
justice and healing for all victims of crime.
True to its mission, OVC is responsible for
implementing several important pieces of
federal legislation that are intended to
advance victim rights and services, and for
improving the skills, knowledge, and
abilities of crime victim advocates, service
providers, and allied professionals who are
responsible for intervening on behalf of
victims and witnesses. This solicitation is
open to national organizations to provide
applications that identify and address gaps
in services to or awareness of victims who
suffer from polyvictimization. Also known
as “multiple victimization” or “multi-
victimization,” polyvictimization occurs

when an individual experiences multiple
kinds of victimization and requires a
holistic response. Applicants must
propose to remedy these gaps through
training and/or technical assistance.

ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS:
Applicants are limited to national
nonprofit membership, professional
affiliation, and community service
organizations, and must demonstrate the
financial and organizational capacity to
manage this cooperative agreement.
Applicants must demonstrate a unique
capability and strong desire to reach and
serve victims of crime through a project
that is national in scope. Applicant
organization must also be national, with
the following exception: local or state
chapters of groups based on professional
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membership or professional affiliation may
apply, but must submit a memorandum of
understanding documenting a close
partnership with their national office to
achieve national capacity for the
dissemination of this project. A private
nonprofit organization does not have to
have 501(c)3 status to apply for grant
funding under this solicitation.

AWARD INFORMATION: OVC
anticipates that it will make up to 6 awards
of up to $250,000 for a project period of 12
to 24 months.

CONTACT: Jasmine D’Addario Fobian,
Victim Justice Program Specialist, at (202)
305-3332 or
jasmine.d’addariofobian@usdoj.gov or
contact Sharron Chapman, Lead Victim
Justice Program Specialist, at (202) 305—
2358 or sharron.chapman(@usdoj.gov.

FY 2012 National Field-Generated
Demonstration Projects
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/grants/
pdftxt/FY2012 NFGDemonstration.pdf

DEADLINE: May 15,2012, 11:59 p.m.
ET.

OVERVIEW: This solicitation allows the

field to submit applications for
demonstration projects that are national in
scope and to develop promising practices,
models, or programs through
demonstration projects. It will provide
funding to victim service organizations and
allied professionals with a demonstrated
history of providing trauma-informed,
culturally competent victim services. All
initiatives must focus on improving the
capacity of the crime victims field to
provide services to adult and child crime
victims who experience polyvictimization,
also known as multiple victimization or
multi-victimization. Polyvictimization
occurs when a victim is experiencing or
has experienced multiple kinds of
victimization and requires a holistic
response. Applicants must propose to
provide enhanced or improved services for
these victims through implementation of a
demonstration project developed from a
promising practice, model, or program.

ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS: Private
nonprofit organizations (including tribal
nonprofit organizations); faith-and
community-based organizations; colleges
or universities (including tribal institutions
of higher education); and public agencies,
tribal governments, or tribal organizations
that can demonstrate knowledge and

R ESEARCH, EVALUATION & STATISTICS

understanding of polyvictimization and
the capacity to partner with other
organizations and key stakeholders to
deliver comprehensive victim services.

AWARD INFORMATION: OVC
anticipates that it will make two awards
of $750,000 for a 36-month project
period under this solicitation. A
minimum of $180,000 of the proposed
budget must be used to support the
initiative’s evaluation effort.

CONTACT: Sharron Chapman, Lead
Victim Justice Program Specialist, at
(202)305-2358 or
sharron.chapman(@usdoj.gov.

OJJDP Report Highlights Disclosure of
Child and Youth Victimization to
Authorities: OJJDP conducted the National
Survey of Children’s Exposure to Violence
(NatSCEV) to obtain past-year and lifetime
prevalence estimates of a wide range of
childhood victimizations. The survey was
conducted with a nationally representative
sample of children between January and May
2008. Out of this survey, a series of reports
have been written. Their latest publication
looks at victimizations reported to authorities,
including police, school, and medical
authorities. The survey looked at authorities’
knowledge of victimization from three
perspectives: 1) Which types of victimizations
were authorities most likely to know about? 2)
Which authorities were more likely to know of
various types of child victimizations? 3) What
factors were associated with authorities’
knowledge of child victimizations?

Some of the survey findings highlighted in the
report include the following:

Thirteen percent of children victimized in

the previous year had at least one of

their victimizations known to police,
and 46 percent had one known to
school, police, or medical authorities.

Authorities knew about a majority of
serious  victimizations such as
incidents of sexual abuse by an adult,
gang assaults, and kidnappings.
However, they were mostly unaware
of other kinds of serious
victimizations like dating violence
and rape.

In general, school officials knew about
victimization episodes considerably
more often than police or medical
personnel.

To access the full report, Child and Youth
Victimization Known to Police, School, and
Medical Authorities, click here.

BJS Releases Jail Inmates at Midyear 2011

BIJS recently released the report Jail Inmates at
Midyear 2011. The report indicates that the
U.S. jail population declined for the third
consecutive year, by 1.8 percent from June
2010 to June 2011. The jail incarceration rate

dropped to the lowest level since 2002,
confining 236 inmates per 100,000 U.S.
residents in June 2011. The decline in
confined population in the largest jails
accounted for 53 percent of the total decline
in inmates during the period.
The following highlights demographics and
characteristics of the inmates in local jails in
2011.
87.3% were male
99.2% were adults
44 .8% were White, 37.6% were Black/
African American, 15.5% were
Hispanic/Latino
60.6% were unconvicted offenders
awaiting court action on a current
charge, while 39.4%  were
sentenced offenders or convicted
offenders awaiting sentencing

Click here to access the full report, Jail
Inmates at Midyear 2011—Statistical
Tables.
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Sustainability Planning and your Imple-
mented Evidence-based Practice: Even be-
fore implementation of the evidence-based
practice begins, a sustainability plan should be
devised. An effective sustainability plan is one
that is rooted in sound foundations of resource
management where the most essential element
to remember in grant writing / resource acqui-
sition and program sustainability is diversifica-
tion of funding streams! It is best to not have
all your eggs in one basket especially if the
program or agency is completely grant driven.
The type of funding source will dictate the
type of proposal or approach your agency will
need to take to secure funding.

The essential components of a sustainability
plan should include consideration of the fol-

LEGAL CORNER

lowing:

Vision — Developing a clear understand-
ing of where you see your agency
after the implementation of the evi-
dence-based practice.

Program Description — Developing a
sound statement about how the pro-
gram is to be implemented with par-
ticular attention to fidelity to the
model.

Core Values and Beliefs — Describes
behaviors and ideas that are impor-
tant to long term sustainability of the
program. Various stakeholder groups
should have input into the values and
beliefs to ensure long term, organiza-
tional buy-in around the imple-
mented program.

Strategic Plan — ldentifying the issues
that create a gap between the ideal
and reality and preparing plan to
get you there.

Operational Plans — How are you go-
ing to achieve your vision? Identi-
fying the assets and resources
current, needed, collaborations and
partnerships, where to find fund-
ing?

Evaluation of the program should provide
you with the necessary support and docu-
mentation of program success and impact.
This will assist you in securing resources to
support the evidence-based practice.

Making it Stick - Protecting the Record
for Appeal: by Teresa M. Garvey, JD
Obtaining a conviction in a sexual assault or
domestic violence case is usually a hard-won
victory, whether by guilty plea or by trial.
Having finally achieved a measure of justice
in such a case, the last thing the prosecutor
wants is to be forced back to the drawing
board to re-try (or to re-negotiate) the case
due to reversal on appeal. During the months
or years it takes for a case to wend its way
through the appellate process, evidence loses
its freshness, memories fade, and witnesses
who were cooperative during the initial pro-
ceedings may now be difficult to locate or
reluctant to testify a second time. A reversal
on appeal can be devastating to the victim,
who may have been progressing in her recov-
ery not only from the act of violence itself,
but from the stress and uncertainty that ac-
company the criminal trial process.

Skill and diligence cannot prevent criminal
appeals. Defendants convicted after trial have
nothing to lose and much to gain by taking an
appeal, and even defendants who have en-
tered guilty pleas frequently challenge their
convictions or sentences. A prosecutor can,
however, bring a measure of finality to the
criminal justice process by carefully building
a strong and favorable trial court record that
supports the conviction and the sentence im-
posed and withstands challenge on appeal.

There is no such thing as a perfect trial; mis-
takes are inevitable. The more evidence of
guilt that is presented, however, the more

likely it is that minor errors at trial will be
deemed “harmless” in the context of the en-
tire case. Thus, creation of the record must
begin at the investigative stage. Police and
investigators should be trained in evidence-
gathering techniques that will secure the nec-
essary evidence in a manner that will survive
any motions to suppress or exclude that evi-
dence, as well as any appellate challenges to
its eventual admission.

Police reports should document in detail the
officer’s observations about the victim’s ap-
pearance and demeanor. The scene itself
should be similarly described, including such
telling details as a phone ripped from the wall
or other signs of physical struggle. The vic-
tim and the scene should be photographed if
possible. The presence of children, their emo-
tional demeanor, and any spontaneous state-
ments from them should also be documented.
All of these details may provide foundation
evidence for the later admission of statements
made at the scene to the responding officers,
and provide important corroboration for the
911 call or the formal statement of the vic-
tim.

Any weapons used in the crime (including
the common household objects that often
become weapons during a domestic assault)
should be collected. Officers are sometimes
under the mistaken impression that there is a
“crime scene exception” to the requirements
of a search warrant, and believe that because
they are at a premises shared by the victim
and defendant no warrant is necessary. How-

OCJS CONTACT

ever, even in jurisdictions such as New
Jersey, where a temporary restraining order
can authorize the police to search for and
seize weapons that may pose a danger to
the victim, such a “domestic violence war-
rant” may not be sufficient to uphold a
search for weapons that were used during
the crime.2 If a weapon is to be used as
evidence at trial, a regular search warrant
or valid consent to search should be ob-
tained. Blood or bodily fluid evidence
should be collected in accordance with
proper protocols to ensure its admissibility
at trial.

Officers should encourage the victim to get
medical treatment and, if possible, offer
her transportation to do so, even if her
injuries are not obviously severe. Medical
professionals may be able to document less
-apparent physical injuries, and statements
that the victim makes for purposes of
medical treatment are usually admissible at
trial.3 Investigators should take a formal
statement from the victim (preferably on
video or audiotape) at the earliest opportu-
nity. In addition to details about the recent
crime, the victim should be asked to relate
the history of domestic violence.

Click here for source.

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732
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