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ARRA JAG Reentry Evaluation Request for Proposals
The Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services is funding 14 community reentry projects through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009, Edward Byrne Memorial: Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program. This Request for Proposal (RFP) solicits proposals to conduct an evaluation of those projects.  Up to $307,000 are allocated for the evaluation.  
The Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) is a division of the Ohio Department of Public Safety. By statute, OCJS is the lead justice planning and assistance office for the state, administering millions of dollars in state and federal criminal justice funding every year. OCJS also evaluates programs and develops technology, training, and products for criminal justice professionals and communities. OCJS has been designated by Governor Ted Strickland to administer the ARRA JAG Program.   

The ARRA JAG reentry initiative, including this solicitation, was developed in collaboration with the Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition.  The Coalition was established by the Ohio General Assembly in December 2008 through passage of HB130.  It leads and coordinates efforts to expand and improve local and state reentry programs.  The goals are to: (1) reintegrate offenders into society, (2) reduce recidivism, and (3) maintain public safety.  The Coalition is coordinated and staffed by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.
The landmark legislation was signed into law by President Obama on February 17, 2009. As one of its many elements, the Recovery Act provides funding for job growth and job retention. In addition to completing the OCJS RFP, interested applicants must also submit a one-page project summary no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 1, 2010, at http://recovery.ohio.gov/opportunities/state. When submitting a proposal, applicants should choose the program category “Crime & Public Safety” and the subprogram “Byrne/JAG.” Only projects that have submitted both the OCJS RFP application and the initial summary through the Ohio Recovery site will be considered for funding.
Overview of ARRA JAG Reentry Projects

ARRA JAG is funding 14 local reentry projects through two funding categories.  One of the goals for Ohio ARRA JAG reentry projects is to be competitive for funding through the Second Chance Act (SCA). The SCA is available at http://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/.  It is anticipated that there will be several phases of SCA funding over the next several years. In addition to SCA compliance, the Category I and II projects (see below) that received awards SCA projects are based on five key principles:
· Establishing an approach that is community-centered and community-based;

· Creating coalitions of community organizations, and/or non-governmental entities to communicate with and provide support for individuals returning from prison;

· Using social service agencies as boundary-spanning institutions that reach behind the prison walls and work together to ease the difficulties of the transition to the community;

· Forming partnerships with corrections, probation,  and parole drawing on their capacity to serve as a broker of institutional arrangements; and,

· Offering clear pathways out of antisocial attitudes and behavior.

A.  Category I Projects
Six Category I projects are funded.  These grants were awarded to counties that already have established reentry coalitions or task forces and five-year strategic plans. Four of the projects service offenders returning from prison, one serves offenders returning from jail, and one serves offenders returning from both prison and jail.  These grants provide the counties with the opportunity to develop and implement one or more additional programs designed to accomplish one or more of the goals and objectives contained in the local strategic plan.  All six counties' five-year strategic plans are available at the Reentry Coalition website http://www.reentrycoalition.ohio.gov/. 
B.  Category II Projects
Eight Category II projects are funded.  These grants were awarded to counties that have not yet written five-year strategic plans.  The counties are in various stages of development, ranging from counties starting brand new initiatives to counties with established task forces but have not written a strategic plan.  Summaries of all eight Category II projects are available at the Reentry Coalition website. 
Ohio ARRA JAG Reentry Evaluation

A.  Overview

OCJS and the Ohio Ex-offender Reentry Coalition seek proposals to determine the effectiveness of the ARRA JAG Reentry Initiative Projects.  The selected proposal will receive a grant to conduct the evaluation.  The successful contractor will conduct a process evaluation of Category II projects and a process and outcome evaluation of Category I projects.  The grant period will be July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2012, subject to negotiation with the successful contractor. 

There are three overall goals for this evaluation:

· Assess the quality of each project's program implementation (Categories I and II) and success in achieving program objectives (Category I).

· Assess each project's ability to compete for SCA funding, including programmatic guidelines and required outcomes.

· Assess each project's consistency with the Ohio Five-year Strategic Plan, available on the Coalition's website.
It is the intent of this solicitation to identify evaluation priorities and expectations of OCJS and the Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition while leaving as much latitude as possible for the evaluator.  We believe this is the most appropriate approach due to the relatively small number of reentry program evaluations that currently exist.  Proposals will be scored on the rigor of the proposed evaluation and its ability to address the OCJS and Coalition evaluation priorities and expectations described below.  However, evaluators are not limited to those priorities and expectations in the reentry evaluation.  Additional study topics will be welcome as long as the proposal explains why those topics are important to the goals of the ARRA Reentry initiative and justifies the methods that will be used to assess the topics.
B.  Category I Process and Outcome Evaluation
The Category I unit of analysis will be the county's overall reentry project, not just the elements funded through ARRA JAG.  The OCJS and Coalition priorities for the outcome and process evaluations are presented below.
Process evaluation priorities
· The evaluation must assess fidelity of program implementation with the county's Five-year Strategic Plan and make recommendations for improving fidelity with the Plan and/or revising the Plan.

· The evaluation must assess the extent to which the county's reentry program complies with SCA requirements and make recommendations for improving compliance.

· The evaluation must assess the extent to which the county's reentry program is consistent with Ohio's Five-year Strategic Plan and make recommendations to improve consistency with that Plan.

· The evaluation must identify whether an evidence based model(s) and/or practices were used in program design and, if so, whether there is fidelity with the evidence based model(s)/practices.

· The evaluation must assess whether the county programs have viable, functioning reentry coalitions.  Recommendations for improving viability and effectiveness of county coalitions are expected.

· The evaluation must assess whether risk/needs assessment findings are actually used in the planning for and delivery of reentry services.

· The evaluation must assess continuity of care.  The proposal should identify what dimensions will be used in assessing continuity of care and how data will be collected.

· The evaluation must assess program completion, including: percent completing the program, percents by reason for not completing the program, and factors related to successful program completion.

· The evaluation must assess the extent to which the program can identify the expected links between program activities and outcomes as typically developed through the use of formal logic models.  
· The evaluation must assess county reentry programs' use of data and other evidence regarding their service delivery and outcomes to improve service delivery.  Recommendations for what evidence counties should collect and how they should use it in program improvement are expected.

Outcome evaluation priorities

· The proposed evaluation must measure recidivism.  The proposal must identify the recidivism measure(s) that will be used and explain why that measure(s) was selected.  The proposal must also describe:
· how recidivism data will be collected, 
· the time intervals at which recidivism will be measured, and
· whether the analysis will be an aggregate of counties studied, sub-groups of counties, individual counties, or some combination thereof.

· The evaluation must distinguish revocations for technical violations from re-commissions for new crimes.

· The evaluation must assess reentry outcomes through measures in addition to recidivism.  The measures selected are at the discretion of the evaluator.  The proposal should explain:
· why the measures were selected, 
· how data will be collected,
· the time intervals at which outcomes will be measured, and

· whether the analysis will be an aggregate of counties studied, sub-groups of counties, individual counties, or some combination thereof.

· The outcome evaluation must provide data and analysis on which a subsequent cost/benefit study can be based.

· The evaluation must make recommendations for improvements in county reentry programs needed to achieve the SCA goal of 50 percent reduction in recidivism.

· The evaluation must make recommendations for program models (e.g. treatment modality) based on evidence from the outcome evaluation.

· The evaluation must make recommendations for program practices (e.g. use of risk/needs assessments) based on evidence from the outcome evaluation. 

C.  Category II Process Evaluation
The evaluation of Category II projects will address both the strategic planning process and the strategic plan produced by this process.  Priority issues for OCJS and the Coalition for the Category II process evaluation are:

· The evaluation must assess each county's planning process, including, at a minimum, the following elements:

· compliance with SCA requirements for reentry task force membership,

· compliance with SCA requirement to examine ways to pool resources,

· conducting a local needs assessment and the extent to which it was used in plan development, and
· the extent to which the task force used evidence based practices in developing the plan (i.e. evidence used by program models for each of the types of services included in the plan, such as mental health and substance abuse programs).

· The evaluation must provide recommendations on how Ohio counties can best conduct the reentry program planning process. Recommendations may involve the parties involved in the planning process, inter-agency collaboration, strategy development procedures followed, use of evidence based practices, or other matters identified by the research team.

· The evaluation must assess the five-year strategic plan produced by each county and provide recommendations regarding

· fidelity with Second Chance Act requirements,
· fidelity with Ohio's Five-year Strategic Plan, and
· incorporation of evidence based practices.
D.  Evaluation deliverables

The following are requirements for the Ohio ARRA Reentry Evaluation:

1. Attend the next Ohio Ex-Offender Coalition meeting following grant award.  The evaluator will provide an overview of the evaluation and respond to questions from Coalition members.

2. Attend Coalition Research Committee meetings at least once every six months.

3. Provide a short progress report six months into the timeline that includes any proposed revisions to the original design, unexpected delays in data collection, and any unforeseen limitations or problems that may compromise the evaluation, with a plan for corrective action.

4. Provide an interim report on the Category I process and outcome evaluation within one year from the grant award date.  This report will present the status of the evaluation using the same dimensions as the six month report plus a summary of initial findings.  The evaluator will give a presentation of the interim report to the Coalition at their first meeting after the one year period.

5. Produce a final report for the Category I process and outcome and Category II process evaluation prior to grant close-out.  The final report will include, but is not limited to, a description of the research design and reasons it was chosen, a summary of data collection procedures including limitations of the data collected, data analysis and findings regarding the OCJS and Coalition priorities, and recommendations for reentry program improvements.  The evaluator will give a presentation of the final report to the Coalition on a date of the Council's choosing.

6. Provide OCJS with a copy of databases used in the study.  
Application

A.  General Guidance

Application Format
Applicants must submit five hard copies to OCJS by June 1 or postmarked by that date.  DO NOT use the OCJS online application for this solicitation. Proposals submitted through the online system will not be considered for funding.  Instead, applicants will develop their own format for the Project Proposal.  The only requirement is that the proposal uses the underlined section titles under B. Project Proposal below (Literature Review, etc.).  Applications must also include the OCJS Title Page, Executive Summary, and OCJS Budget Pages.  These documents are available at the OCJS website http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grant_forms.stm.
The Executive Summary is the OCJS standard form.  For the purposes of this solicitation, use the following conventions for the Executive Summary:

· "Problem Statement" will be used to provide a brief summary of why literature in the field supports the research design in the proposed study.
· "Project Description" will be used to provide a brief summary of the proposed study.

· "Participating Agencies/Collaboration Board" will be used to provide assurance of cooperation with the Ohio Ex-Offender Coalition.
Ohio ARRA Statement of Interest

All applicants must submit a one-page project summary no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 1, 2010, at http://www.recovery.ohio.gov/opportunities/state/.  Only projects that have submitted both the OCJS RFP application and the initial summary through http://www.recovery.ohio.gov/opportunities/state/ will be considered for funding.  When submitting a proposal, applicants should choose the program category “Crime & Public Safety” and the subprogram “Byrne/JAG.” 

Eligibility
All JAG applicants must have an organization, or subgrantee, that will serve as the fiduciary agent and assume overall responsibility for the grant. The only eligible JAG subgrantees for this solicitation are Ohio colleges or universities.  
Application check list SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Use the following checklist as a general guide for submitting ARRA JAG Reentry proposals. Please read through the entire application packet before completing and submitting proposals.  

· Title Page 








· Executive Summary 
· Project Proposal
· OCJS Budget Pages
B.  Project Proposal
Literature Review
Provide a literature review that identifies the major public policy and research issues related to reentry programs.  The review of public policy issues should include, but is not limited to, the relevance of and potential for reentry programs in reducing prison and jail populations and controlling justice system costs while protecting public safety.  The review of research issues should present reentry or other relevant program evaluations, the strengths and weaknesses of those evaluations, and provide an explanation of why the research design in the proposed study was chosen. 

Description of the Proposed Study
Provide a detailed description of the study design, methods of data collection, and types of data analysis that will be used. This description should specifically discuss how the study approach will address each of the OCJS and Coalition priorities for the Category I and Category II evaluations, including Category I outcome measures other than recidivism.  It should also describe topics, if any, the study will address that are in addition to the OCJS and Coalition priorities.

The Description of the Proposed Study must include the following elements. 
· Identify the Institutional Review Board (IRB) that will review and approve the proposed study.  The IRB review process should be described, including an estimated timeline for IRB approval of the proposed study.
· Describe procedures for protecting the confidentiality of individuals in the experimental and comparison groups.  Include the use of waivers, how data will be stored, and who will have access to the data.
· If not all 14 reentry projects will be included in the study, the proposal must explain why.

· Identify appropriate comparison group(s) and strategy(ies) used in selecting the comparison group(s), if applicable.
· State whether outcomes from jail reentry will be distinguished from prison reentry and why or why not.
· Describe proposed data sources and the limitations of those sources.
· Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the proposed design.  

The Description of the Proposed Study should include explicit statements of the objectives of the study.  These may be stated as objectives, research questions, or other manner.  The location of the statements of study objectives within this section (at the beginning, end, intermixed with the description) is the applicant's choice.
ARRA Objectives

The primary purpose of ARRA is to ensure job growth and job retention through support of a broad range of activities to prevent and control crime based on local needs and conditions.  Each applicant must include in their proposal Mandatory Objectives One (jobs retained) and Two (jobs created) listed in the chart below.  A job created is a new position created and filled or an existing, unfilled position that is filled through Recovery Act funds.  A job retained is an existing position that is now funded by the Recovery Act.
	
	MANDATORY OBJECTIVES


	PERFORMANCE INDICATOR


	BASELINE AND DATA SOURCE



	OBJECTIVE ONE


	(Insert Total Number Projected) jobs that will be retained 


	Number of jobs retained (by type) due to Recovery Act funding 
	How many jobs (including full time, part time, contractual, or other employment relationship)  were prevented from being eliminated as a result of the Recovery Act funding.
OR

How many jobs were eliminated within the last 12 months and subsequently reinstated as a result of the Recovery Act funding.


	OBJECTIVE TWO 


	(Insert Total Number Projected) jobs that shall be created 


	Number of jobs created (by type) due to Recovery Act funding

	How many unduplicated number of jobs were created with Recovery Act funding.



Organization Capacity

Describe the history and accomplishments of the research team in conducting related studies and/or involvement in reentry-related public policy.  Identify any key staff, including the project director.  Also present the experience and capacity of the academic or other institution to administer grants of this type and scope. Application will be evaluated as to how effectively it: 

· Clearly identifies the capacity of the organization to administer grants of similar size and scope. Applicant should demonstrate that they have adequate resources (i.e. personnel/staff, infrastructure to support additional program, computers, and software) and should specify how positions will be created and how funds will be used to contribute to job retention.     

· Clearly identify the qualifications, including experience and education of key staff, to conduct the proposed study.  In cases where positions have not been filled, the applicant should clearly describe a reasonable approach and criteria to hire experienced and qualified staff.   
Advisory Board

The Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition will serve as the advisory board for this study.  The Coalition will delegate tasks related to the reentry evaluation to the Research Committee as the Coalition deems best.  The applicant will provide assurance of cooperation with the Coalition advisory board.  Frequency of research team meetings with the Coalition will be negotiated after award of the grant. 
Timeline

Present a task management plan that charts out the expected length of each project task with expected completion dates.  There may be a single timeline for the entire study or separate timelines for Category I and Category II studies.  However, if separate timelines are used, the timeline for Category I must include both the process and outcome evaluation studies.
Budget
Describe any costs associated with implementing the program. Application will be evaluated as to how effectively it: 

· presents a clear and detailed budget with a narrative that clearly explains and justifies the budget information. 
· justifies the costs of the proposed program and the costs are considered reasonable in view of the types and range of activities to be conducted, the number of participants to be served, and the expected results and benefits.

C.  Length of Funding

All awards will be for July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2012.  However, OCJS is willing to negotiate start and end dates with the successful applicant.  The negotiations will occur once the contractor is selected but prior to grant award.
D.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Match

There will not be a match requirement for projects funded under this ARRA JAG Reentry Program.

E.  Unallowable costs

Alcoholic Beverages

Auto Purchase (excluding police cruisers) vessels (excluding police boats), or aircraft (excluding police helicopters) 

· Auto Parts 

· Auto Maintenance

· Auto Leases Only Allowable for Drug Task Forces

Awards, Bonuses, or Commissions

Bad Debts

Basic or Standard Police Equipment

· Uniforms

· Dry Cleaning

Construction Costs/Projects

Contingency Provision Funds

Contributions and Donations by the Subgrantee or Implementing Agency

Corporate Formation Costs

Defense and Prosecution of Criminal and Civil Proceedings and Claims

Depreciation and Use Allowances on Publicly Owned Buildings

Drug Dogs

Dual Compensation

Entertainment

Federal Employee Compensation, Consulting Fees, or other Remuneration

Fines and Penalties (OBM Circular A-87 Item 20 exception)

Foreign Travel (outside United States/territories, Canada)

Fund Raising

General Government Expense (OBM Circular A-87 Item 23 exceptions)

Grant Management/Administrative Costs

Idle Facilities (OBM Circular A-87 Item 24 exceptions)

Incentive Payments

Inmate Wages

Interest (OBM Circular A-122 Item 19 exceptions)

Land Acquisition

Lobbying

Losses on Other Awards

Luxury Items

Medicines, Drugs, Pharmaceuticals, or Cosmetics

Military-type Equipment/Lethal Weapons

Real Estate

Recreational Activities

Restitution Payments

Snacks

Space Occupied under Lease-to-Own Agreements

Sporting Goods/Equipment

State and Local Taxes (Standard Conditions exceptions)

Stipends

Tips, Bar Expenses, or Laundry Costs Incurred at Conferences

Toys, Games, etc.

Under Recovery of Costs under Federal Agreements

JAG funds cannot be used directly or indirectly for security enhancements or security equipment to nongovernmental entities not engaged in criminal justice or public safety. 

NOTE:  All costs must directly relate to the goals and objectives of the proposed project. OCJS reserves the right to modify project budgets or provide partial funding.

F.  Application submission

· Applications must be mailed or delivered directly to:


Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services



1970 West Broad Street, P.O. Box 182632



Columbus, Ohio 43218-2632



Attention: Project Control
· Please do not fax any part of the proposal.  Proposals must be postmarked or received by OCJS by 5:00 p.m. June 1, 2010. Late applications will not be considered for funding.
For technical assistance on any part of the JAG application, call OCJS at: 614.466.7782 or e-mail smschnelle@dps.state.oh.us. 
What to Expect

A.  Applicant training

All applicants are required to attend the OCJS Bidder’s Training on May 10, 2010.  The two-hour session will provide training specific to the ARRA JAG Reentry Evaluation study.  Please see the registration form included with this request for proposal.
B.  Application review 

ARRA JAG Reentry Evaluation proposals will be competitively reviewed in a three-step process.  The compliance review is conducted by OCJS staff and assesses whether the application is complete, the costs are allowable and directly relate to the program, and performance on prior OCJS grants (if applicable).  Compliance review accounts for ten percent of the final score.  The second step is review of the proposal by an outside team of criminal justice professionals. This review assesses the quality of the proposal regarding the strength of the study design, responsiveness to OCJS and Coalition priorities, experience and capacity of the applicant, and compliance with grant program requirements.  The team review accounts for 60 percent of the final score.  The final review is by the OCJS Executive Director and in-house subject matter experts.  The scores and procedures of the Compliance and Team reviews are evaluated to assure that the recommended proposal will meet the goals of the solicitation.  The final selection is then approved by the Department of Public Safety Director.  

C.  Award

Award notifications will be mailed to the selected project. Recovery Act funds are one-time grant awards and do not guarantee future JAG funding.  Applicants should propose project activities and deliverables that can be accomplished without additional OCJS funding.  Before final approval, projects must complete and return all required forms. Prior to funding, grantees will receive orientation information regarding funding conditions and grant management strategies.  

GUIDELINES and reporting requirements for projects awarded arra Jag funds
A.  Overview

There are three sets of guidelines and reporting requirements applicable to the project awarded the Ohio Reentry Evaluation grant:
· Federal grant programs and ARRA specific guidelines and reporting requirements
· Office of Justice Programs (OJP) Performance Measurement Tool (PMT)

· OCJS specific

The ARRA and PMT reporting requirements are presented first.  Other ARRA and federal guidelines and requirements follow.  OCJS guidelines and reporting requirements are specifications of federal guidelines and are incorporated in their descriptions.
B.  ARRA Fiscal and Programmatic Reporting Requirements

Consistent with the Recovery Act emphasis on accountability and transparency, reporting requirements under Recovery Act grant program will differ from and expand upon OJP/BJA’s standing reporting requirements for grants. In particular, section 1512(c) of the Recovery Act sets out detailed requirements for quarterly reports that must be submitted within 10 days of the end of each calendar quarter.  Receipt of funds will be contingent on meeting the OCJS Recovery Act reporting requirement.

The information from these reports will be compiled and posted on a public website.  Recovery Act grant recipients may expect that the information posted by OJP will identify grantees that are delinquent in their reporting.  Grant recipients that do not submit their required reports by the due date will not be permitted to receive quarterly reimbursements. Specific performance reporting requirements will be forthcoming.  The federal OMB is developing measures for the economic impact of equipment purchased and system improvement.      
C.  PMT Performance Reporting Requirements 
All recipients of OJP administered grant funds are required to report quarterly performance information through the PMT online system.  A PMT indicator grid and user instructions are posted on the OCJS website http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grant_forms.stm#tog.  Click on the (+) next to ARRA Reporting and go to “BJA program performance measures for JAG” for the grid and “Instructions for PMT entry” for user instructions.
In order to meet the ARRA and PMT reporting requirements, OCJS has established due dates for each of the required reports.  Sub-recipients must submit a preliminary jobs quarterly report covering through the 15th of the last month due by the 25th of that month.  The remaining jobs data will be due the last day of the month following the close of the quarter. A Quarterly Subgrant Report (QSR) containing financial data is due once a quarter.  In addition, the PMT data is due 15 days after the close of the quarter.
Reporting dates for the first year of the grant are in the table below.   

	WHAT IS DUE?


	REPORTING PERIOD


	DUE DATE
	WHEN IS SYSTEM OPEN FOR REPORTING?

	
	
	
	

	Jobs Report 


	July 1, 2010 – 

September 15, 2010
	September 25, 2010
	September 15, 2010 – 

September 25, 2010

	
	September 16, 2010 – 

September 31, 2010
	October 31, 2010
	October 18, 2010 – 

October 31, 2010

	QSR Financial
	June 16, 2009 – 

September 15, 2010
	September 25, 2010
	Always open

	Vendor Spreadsheet
	July 1, 2010 – 

September 30, 2010
	October 2, 2010
	Always open 

	PMT Report
	July 1, 2010 – 

September 30, 2010
	October 15, 2010
	Always open 

	
	
	
	

	Jobs Report

	October 1, 2010 – 

December 15, 2010
	December 27, 2010
	December 15, 2010 – 

December 27, 2010

	
	December 16, 2010 – 

December 31, 2010
	January 31, 2011
	January 17, 2011 – 

January 31, 2011

	QSR Financial
	September 16, 2010 – 

December 15, 2010
	December 27, 2010
	Always open

	Vendor spreadsheet
	October 1, 2010 – 

December 31, 2010
	January 2, 2011
	Always open

	PMT Report
	October 1, 2010 – 

December 31, 2010
	January 15, 2011
	Always open

	
	
	
	

	Jobs Report

	January 1, 2011 – 

March 15, 2011
	March 25, 2011
	March 15, 2011 – 
March 25, 2011

	
	March 16, 2011 – 

March 31, 2011
	April 30, 2011
	April 18, 2011 – 

April 30, 2011

	QSR Financial
	January 16, 2011 – 
March 15, 2011
	March 25, 2011
	Always open

	Vendor spreadsheet
	January 1, 2011 – 

March 31, 2011
	April 2, 2011
	Always open 

	PMT Report
	January 1, 2011 – 

March 31, 2011
	April 15, 2011
	Always open

	
	
	
	

	Jobs Report

	April 1, 2011 – 

June 15, 2011
	June 25, 2011
	June 15, 2011 – 
June 25, 2011

	
	June 16, 2011 – 

June 30, 2011
	July 31, 2011
	July 18, 2011 – 

July 31, 2011

	QSR Financial
	March 16, 2011 – 
June 15, 2011
	March 25, 2011
	Always open

	Vendor spreadsheet
	April 1, 2011 – 

June 30, 2011
	July 2, 2011
	Always open 

	PMT Report
	April 1, 2011 – 

June 30, 2011
	July 15, 2011
	Always open


D.  Other reporting requirements

Non-supplanting   

Federal funds must be used to supplement existing state and local funds for program activities and must not replace those funds that have been appropriated for the same purpose.  See Standard Federal Subgrant Conditions (Chapter 7: Standards for Financial Management Systems). Additional information appears on the “OJP Recovery Act Additional Requirements” web page at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/recovery/solicitationrequirements.htm.

Recovery Act: Wage Rate Requirements  

All applicants should be aware that the Recovery Act contains a provision on wage rate requirements that concerns projects funded or assisted by Recovery Act funds that employ laborers and mechanics.  See section 1606 of the Recovery Act, the text of which appears on the “OJP Recovery Act Additional Requirements” web page at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/recovery/solicitationrequirements.htm.  

Recovery Act: Preference for Quick-Start Activities   

Pursuant to section 1602 of the Recovery Act, recipient of funds under this solicitation for infrastructure investment are to give preference to activities that can be started and completed expeditiously, and also are expected to use grant funds in a manner that maximizes job creation and economic benefit.  For the details of this requirement, please refer to the text of section 1602, which appears on the “OJP Recovery Act Additional Requirements” web page at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/recovery/solicitationrequirements.htm  

Recovery Act: Contracts    

Generally speaking, the Recovery Act places special emphasis on the use of fixed-price contracts awarded through competitive procedures.  As information becomes available, OJP will provide guidance to applicants as to what, if any, particular procurement requirements or procedures may apply to contracts awarded with Recovery Act grant funds, apart from those that appear in 28 C.F.R. Part 66 and 28 C.F.R. Part 70.

Recovery Act: Limit on Funds     

The Recovery Act specifically provides that funds may not be used by any state or local government, or any private entity, for any casino or other gambling establishment, aquarium, zoo, golf course, or any private entity, for any casino or other gambling establishment, aquarium, zoo, golf course, or swimming pool.  
Recovery Act: Use of Funds in Conjunction with Funds from Other Sources     

Recovery Act funds may be used in conjunction with other funding as necessary to complete projects, but tracking and reporting of Recovery Act funds must be separate, to meet the reporting and other requirements of the Recovery Act and other applicable law.  There can be no commingling of funds. (See “Accountability and Transparency under the Recovery Act,” below.) 

Separate Tracking and Reporting of Recovery Act Funds and Outcomes      

Consistent with the special purposes and goals of the Recovery Act, and its emphasis on accountability and transparency, it is essential that all funds from a Recovery Act grant be tracked, accounted for, and reported on separately from all other funds (including DOJ grant funds from non-Recovery Act grants awarded for the same or similar purposes of programs). Recipients must also be prepared to track and report on the specific outcomes and benefits attributable to use of Recovery Act funds.

The accounting systems of all recipients and subrecipients must ensure that funds from any award under this Recovery Act solicitation are not commingled with funds from any other source.

Misuse of grant funds may result in a range of penalties, including suspension of current and future funds, suspension or debarment from federal grants, recoupment of monies provided under a grant, and civil and/or criminal penalties.

Reporting; DUNS and CCR. 
As previously indicated, quarterly reporting requirements for Recovery Act awards include reporting with respect to all subawards.  In order to facilitate the reporting, all subgrantees must ensure they have a DUNS number and are registered with the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database, by the date of application.  Failure to register will jeopardize funding.   
Reporting Fraud, Waste, Error and Abuse

Each grantee or subgrantee awarded funds made under the Recovery Act is to promptly refer to an appropriate inspector general any credible evidence that a principal, employee, agent, contractor, subgrantee, subcontractor, or other person has submitted false claim under the False Claims Act of has committed a criminal or civil violation of laws pertaining to fraud, conflict of interest, bribery, gratuity, or similar misconduct involving Recovery Act funds. 

You may report potential fraud, waste, abuse, or misconduct the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of the Inspector General (OIG) by – 

mail:  Office of the Inspector General

          U.S Department of Justice

          Investigations Division

          950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

          Room 4706

          Washington, DC 20530

email:  oig.hotline@usdoj.gov
hotline: (contact information in English and Spanish): (800) 869-4499

or hotline fax: (202) 616-9881

Additional information is available from the DOJ OIG website at www.usdoj.gov/oig/.   


The Recovery Act provides certain protections against reprisals for employees of non-Federal employers who disclose information reasonable believed to be evidence of gross management, gross waste, substantial and specific danger to public health or safety, abuse of authority, or violations of law related to contracts or grants using the Recovery Act funds.  For additional information, refer to section 1553 of the Recovery Act.
Office of Criminal Justice Services Recovery Act
Bidders' conference Registration Form
may 10, 2010
This two-hour session, mandatory for all applicants, will discuss the application process and provide detailed information for preparing a competitive grant application for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act JAG Reentry Evaluation. The training will provide explicit expectations regarding the quality of grant applications. The scoring matrix will be discussed and potential applicants will have the opportunity to discuss the criteria by which their proposals will be scored.

_____   Our agency will be attending the ARRA JAG Reentry Evaluation Bidders' Conference on May 10 from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm  

Name of Agency: _________________________________                                      __________

Name of Participants Attending: _________________________                                       _____

_________________________________                                      __________                  _______
Email and / or Phone Number of Participants:  ________________________                 _____

_________________________________                                      __________                  _______
Complete the form and fax it to Sharon Schnelle at 614-466-0308 to reserve your space.

Ted strickland, Governor





Lee fisher, Lt. Governor





Cathy collins-taylor, ODPS Director 





karhlton moore, OCJS Executive Director














Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services


1970 West Broad Street, P.O. Box 182632


Columbus, Ohio 43218-2632


Telephone: 614.466.7782


Fax: 614.466.0308


� HYPERLINK "http://publicsafety.ohio.gov/odps_ocjs" ��http://publicsafety.ohio.gov/odps_ocjs� 








The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 was signed into law by President Obama on February 17, 2009.  The Edward Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program is federally administered by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance.  JAG funds are designed to allow states, tribes, and local governments to support a broad range of activities to prevent and control crime based on their own local needs and conditions while focusing on job growth and job retention.      
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